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USER’S GUIDE FOR NYTEK® PRODUCTS 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
We have designed this guide as a living document to be changed and 
updated quickly and easily when new or additional information becomes 
available.  As we release updates we will send you a new copy with 
instructions to replace the outdated page.  To insure this occurs please take 
the time to register.  Registration information can be found at the end of this 
User’s Guide. 
 
The information contained herein is based on laboratory tests and actual field 
experience.  The suggestions are intended as an installation guide only 
without guarantee.  Since applications will vary, the exact method of 
installation is beyond our control.  It is the buyer's responsibility to assess the 
suitability of these products for their specific application. 
 
NYTEK® products are specified in a broad cross section of industries.  These 
include automotive, aerospace, marine, health care, residential and contract 
furnishings, and upholstered furniture.  The information here-in is derived 
from the combined experiences of many of our most experienced customers 
who have willingly shared their knowledge, and industry experts on our own 
professional staff.  If you have information about the use of any of our 
NYTEK® products that you would like to add to this guide please send the 
information to us at the address below.  If you experience problems that you 
can not resolve on your own please call our MAJILITE Technical Services 
Representative for further assistance.  A personal visit can be arranged if 
necessary to help you resolve any difficulties. 
 
The information we share in this guide is not solely applicable to NYTEK® 
products.  These are good, common, and prudent shop practices which are 
used throughout the upholstery trade.  Experience has proven if these 
methods and pr2117
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USER’S GUIDE FOR NYTEK® PRODUCTS 

BY MAJILITE CORPORATION 
 

ABOUT OUR PRODUCTS 
 
 
NYTEK® products have been designed and engineered to emulate leather 
from their appearance down to the cell structure.  In most respects they will 
work like leather but are much thinner.  The greatest differences are noticed 
in performance.  Our NYTEK® products are more durable than the toughest 
old range bull but as soft as the finest kid glove leather. 
 
Natural leathers run from 45 to 65 square feet per hide with a 33% standard 
scrap factor.  This is due to barb wire scars, bug bites, brand marks, fleshing 
holes, bone marks, unsightly stretch marks, flanks, and manure burns which 
produce unpredictable yields, and inconsistent quality.  The usable portion of 
the natural leather will be inconsistent in thickness, stretch, and hand 
depending where it is cut on the hide.  All of this makes for a very expensive 
product. 
 
Our NYTEK® products come in 45-50 yard rolls of 100% usable cover.  
Coloration is much more consistent from roll to roll than hides are from hide 
to hide or lot to lot.  Surface wear, care, and maintenance are also superior to 
natural leather.  No animals, exotic or domestic are used to manufacture your 
designs when using NYTEK® products. 
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NOVASUEDE ® 
 
 
NOVASUEDE®, distinctive and unique, possesses the luxurious hand of fine 
kidsuede and the soft surface feel of Nubuk leather.  Elegant in appearance, 
NOVASUEDE® offers exceptional performance, comfort and durability.  This 
specially engineered product is both lightweight and inherently strong, an 
ideal material for upholstery seating, wallcovering and panel applications. 
 
To produce NOVASUEDE®, super fine nylon microfibers, one thousand 
times finer than silk, are intricately formed into a triaxial matrix which closely 
simulates the natural structure of leather.  This microfiber matrix formation 
results in a material that is soft and pliant yet unusually strong, in fact, 
stronger than leather on a strength to weight ratio. 
 
The multidirectional surface fibers give the product its distinguishing tracking 
effect.  Billions of micropores within the NOVASUEDE® matrix transmit air 
and moisture vapor, allowing for complete breathability.  NOVASUEDE® 
feels cool in the summer and warm in the winter. 
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 PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF NOVASUEDE® 
 
 Width 47 inches/119 cm. and 53 inches/135 cm. 
 
 Weight 5.8 oz. per sq. yd./197 g per sq. m 
 
 Cleanability Code S/W 
 
 Wear 100,000+ double rubs Wyzenbeek 
  Wire screen (ASTM D-4157-82) 
 
 Crock  Dry 4-5/ Wet 3-4 (AATCC-8-1988) 
 
 Trap Tear Strength 35 lbs x 35 lbs       (ASTM D-1117-80) 
 
 Grab Tensile Strength 90 lbs x 110 lbs      (ASTM D-5034-90) 
 
 Seam Slippage 90 lbs x 135 lbs      (ASTM D-1683-90A) 
 
 Colorfastness Gas Fumes (AATCC Test Method 23): 
     Class 4-5 at 3 cycles 
  Light Stability(AATCC Method 16A-82) 
     Class 4-5/40 hrs. min. 
  Water     (AATCC 107-1981)  Class 4-5 
  Perspiration    (AATCC 15-1979)   Class 4-5 
  Dry Cleaning   (AATCC 132-1979)   Class 4-5 
   
FLAMMABILITY Class 1 UFAC/NFPA 260-A 
 Pass California 117 Section E 
 Class A Tunnel Test (ASTM E84/NFPA 255/ 
     UL No. 723/UBC No. 42-1) 
     Flame Spread Index-5 
     Smoke Developed Index-5 
 
 Flame Compatibility Furniture upholstered in Novasuede® and 

constructed with other suitable components can 
comply with Cal 133. 

 
  Novasuede® can also be treated to meet many  
international flammability codes. 
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 FINESSE® 
 
 
FINESSE®, the distinctive material engineered by Majilite Corporation, has 
the elegant appearance and touch of fine, soft glove leather with the 
durability and inherent stain resistance achieved through advanced 
technology. 
 
The same space-age chemistry used to develop bullet-proof glass and high 
performance aircraft components has been successfully applied to fiber and 
textile engineering to produce the outstanding characteristics of the materials 
in the NYTEK® collection. 
 
The nylon fibers in NYTEK® are laid down in a three-directional axis similar 
to the natural structure of collagen that is found in leather, resulting in 
superior durability.  One ounce of this nylon microfiber would be long enough 
to wrap around the equator several times. 
 
FINESSE® is a material that is remarkably comfortable to sit on during any 
season.  The porous structure of NYTEK® breathes by transmitting moisture 
vapor through billions of tiny micropores.  In warm weather excess heat is 
dissipated and in cold weather it is retained. 
 
The intrinsic strength of NYTEK® makes FINESSE® tear and puncture 
resistant, thus creating a material with considerable versatility.  FINESSE® 
can be used for upholstery, desk inlays, or wall and panel applications. 
 
Because of the special finishing system developed by Majilite, the color of 
FINESSE® is an integral part of the material, permanently enriching it with a 
fresh appearance that will not fade or lose its beauty over time. 
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 PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF FINESSE® 
 
 Width 54 inch/137 cm. 
 
 Weight 7.2 oz/sq yd; 245g/sq m 
 
 Cleanability Code S/W 
 
 Wear 250,000+ double rubs Wyzenbeek 
  Wire screen (ASTM D-4157-82) 
 
 Crock Wet 5/Dry 5 (AATCC-8-1988) 
 
 Trap Tear Strength 35 lbs x 25 lbs (ASTM D-1117-80) 
 
 Grab Tensile Strength 130 lbs x 90 lbs (ASTM D-5034-90) 
 
 Seam Strength 100 lbs x 80 lbs (ASTM D-1683-90A) 
 
 Colorfastness Gas Fumes (AATCC-23, 5 cycles) 
     Class 4-5/Little to no color change 
  Water/perchloroethylene (AATCC-107-1981) 
      Class 5/No color change 
  Fadeometer Test (AATCC-16A-90, 100 hours) 
     Class 5/No color change 
  Weather-O-Meter (Xenon Arc, SAE J-1885)  
     225 kj/m²: Little to no color change 
  Weather-O-Meter Q.U.V.  (ASTM-G-53-91) 
     200 total hours/little to no color change 
  Sulfide Staining (ASTM D-1712-89) 
     No staining 
 
 Resistance to Urine (ASTM D-543) No Staining 
 
FLAMMABILITY Class 1 UFAC/NFPA 260-1989 
 Pass California 117 Section E 
 Class A Rated Tunnel Test: (ASTM E84/NFPA 255/UL No.  
 723/UBC No. 42-1) 
 Flame Spread Index-10, Fuel Contributed-0, Smoke-0 
 
  Furniture upholstered with Finesse® and 

constructed with other suitable components can 
comply with Cal 133. 

 
  Finesse® can also be treated to meet many  
  international flammability codes. 
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 PRESTIGE® 
 
 
PRESTIGE®, the distinctive material engineered by Majilite Corporation, has 
the elegant appearance and touch of fine, soft glove leather with the 
durability and inherent stain resistance achieved through advanced 
technology. 
 
The same space-age chemistry used to develop bullet-proof glass and high 
performance aircraft components has been successfully applied to fiber and 
textile engineering to produce the outstanding characteristics of the materials 
in the NYTEK® collection. 
 
The nylon fibers in NYTEK® are laid down in a three-directional axis similar 
to the natural structure of collagen that is found in leather, resulting in 
superior durability.  One ounce of this nylon microfiber would be long enough 
to wrap around the equator several times. 
 
PRESTIGE® is a material that is remarkably comfortable to sit on during any 
season.  The porous structure of NYTEK® breathes by transmitting moisture 
vapor through billions of tiny micropores.  In warm weather excess heat is 
dissipated and in cold weather it is retained. 
 
The intrinsic strength of NYTEK® makes PRESTIGE® tear and puncture 
resistant, thus creating a material with considerable versatility.  PRESTIGE® 
can be used for upholstery, desk inlays, or wall and panel applications. 
 
Because of the special finishing system developed by Majilite, the color of 
PRESTIGE® is an integral part of the material, permanently enriching it with 
a fresh appearance that will not fade or lose its beauty over time. 
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 PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF PRESTIGE® 
 
 Width 54 inch/137 cm. 
 
 Weight 8.3 oz/sq yd; 280g/sq m 
 
 Cleanability Code S/W 
 
 Wear 250,000+ double rubs Wyzenbeek 
  Wire screen (ASTM D-4157-82) 
 
 Crock Wet 5/Dry 5 (AATCC-8-1988) 
 
 Trap Tear Strength 35 lbs x 25 lbs (ASTM D-1117-80) 
 
 Grab Tensile Strength 130 lbs x 90 lbs (ASTM D-5034-90) 
 
 Seam Strength 100 lbs x 80 lbs (ASTM D-1683-90A) 
 
 Colorfastness Gas Fumes (AATCC-23, 5 cycles) 
    Class 4-5/ Little to no color change 
  Water/perchloroethylene (AATCC-107-1981) 
     Class 5/No color change 
  Fadeometer Test (AATCC-16A-90, 100 hours) 
    Class 5/No color change 
  Weather-O-Meter (Xenon Arc, SAE J-1885)  
    225 kj/m²/ Little to no color change 
  Weather-O-Meter Q.U.V.  (ASTM-G-53-91) 
    200 total hours/ Little to no color change 
  Sulfide Staining (ASTM D-1712-89) 
    No staining 
 
 Resistance to Urine (ASTM D-543) No Staining 
 
FLAMMABILITY Class 1 UFAC/NFPA 260-1989 
 Pass California 117 Section E 
 Class A Rated Tunnel Test: (ASTM E84/NFPA 255/UL No.  
 723/UBC No. 42-1) 
  Flame Spread Index-10,   Smoke-
Density Index-0 
 
 Flame Compatibility Furniture upholstered with Prestige® and 

constructed with other suitable components can 
comply with Cal 133. 

 
  Prestige® can also be treated to meet many  
international flammability codes. 
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 BABY OSTRICH 
 
 
BABY OSTRICH, the distinctive material engineered by Majilite Corporation, 
has the elegant appearance and touch of fine, soft glove leather with the 
durability and inherent stain resistance achieved through advanced 
technology. 
 
The same space-age chemistry used to develop bullet-proof glass and high 
performance aircraft components has been successfully applied to fiber and 
textile engineering to produce the outstanding characteristics of the materials 
in the NYTEK® collection. 
 
The nylon fibers in NYTEK® are laid down in a three-directional axis similar 
to the natural structure of collagen that is found in leather, resulting in 
superior durability.  One ounce of this nylon microfiber would be long enough 
to wrap around the equator several times. 
 
BABY OSTRICH is a material that is remarkably comfortable to sit on during 
any season.  The porous structure of NYTEK® breathes by transmitting 
moisture vapor through billions of tiny micropores.  In warm weather excess 
heat is dissipated and in cold weather it is retained. 
 
The intrinsic strength of NYTEK® makes BABY OSTRICHal times. 
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 PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF BABY OSTRICH 
 
 Width 54 inch/137 cm. 
 
 Weight 8.3 oz/sq yd; 280g/sq m 
 
 Cleanability Code S/W 
 
 Wear 250,000+ double rubs Wyzenbeek 
  wire screen (ASTM D-4157-82) 
 
 Crock Wet 5/Dry 5 (AATCC-8-1988) 
 
 Trap Tear Strength 35 lbs x 25 lbs (ASTM D-1117-80) 
 
 Grab Tensile Strength 130 lbs x 90 lbs (ASTM D-5034-90) 
 
 Seam Strength 100 lbs x 80 lbs (ASTM D-1683-90A) 
 
 Colorfastness Gas Fumes (AATCC-23, 5 cycles) 
     Class 4-5, Little to no color change 
  Water/perchloroethylene (AATCC-107-1981) 
      Class 5, No color change 
  Fadeometer Test (AATCC-16A-90, 100 hours) 
     Class 5, No color change 
  Weather-O-Meter (Xenon Arc, SAE J-1885) 
      225 kj/m², Little to no color change 
  Weather-O-Meter Q.U.V.  (ASTM-G-53-91) 
     200 total hours, Little to no color change 
  Sulfide Staining (ASTM D-1712-89) 
     No staining 
 
 Resistance to Urine (ASTM D-543) No Staining 
 
FLAMMABILITY Class 1 UFAC/NFPA 260-1989 
 Pass California 117 Section E 
 Class A Rated Tunnel Test: (ASTM E84/NFPA 255/UL No.  
 723/UBC No. 42-1) 
  Flame Spread Index-10, 
   Smoke-Density Index-0 
 
 Flame Compatibility Furniture upholstered with Baby Ostrich and 

constructed with other suitable components can 
comply with Cal 133. 

 
  Baby Ostrich can also be treated to meet many  
international flammability codes. 
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FLAMMABILITY: GENERAL 
 
 
Novasuede® and our faux leather NYTEK® products (FINESSE®, 
PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, DESTINY®, MOCCASIN, etc.) have been 
tested, as is, without any flame retardant additives or post treatments against 
the following flammability standards: 
 
UFAC/NFPA 260-1989 (formerly NFPA 260A), which is a cigarette burn test 
for upholstery fabric........................................................ RATING: CLASS 1 
 
CALIFORNIA 117, SECTION E which is a 45 degree, one second flame test 
for upholstery fabrics............................................................RATING: PASS 
 
ASTM E84/NFPA 255/UL No. 723/UBC No. 42-1, also known as the Tunnel 
test.  Unless otherwise noted, the tests were performed on materials without 
fabric or foam backings and were tested by the glue down 
method.......................................................................... RATING: CLASS A  
 
Other flammability standards can be met by the incorporation of flame 
retardant additives into the material as it is being manufactured or by a post 
treatment. Examples are: 
 
FAR 25.853 (a) Appendix F Part I (a)(1)(ii) (12 second vertical burn), 
(formerly 25.853 b) ...............................................for some types of aircraft 
 
MVSS302...............................................................for some motor vehicles 
 
BS 5852,  Part 1 1979, Source 0, Source 1, and Source 5.......................... 
...................................................British Standards for upholstered furniture 
 
BS 476 Part 7, Class 1.....................................................a British Standard 
for wall covering 
 
Bureau Veritas 
Fabrics and Draperies for Furnishing..............for some ships and offshore 
installations  
 
Nord arch..................................................for some ships under jurisdiction of 
the Norwegian Coast Guard. 
 
Please indicate when ordering what your specific requirements are and the 
intended purpose for the material.  If you like, you may speak will with a 
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technical specialist to help you determine the best product for your project 
and to help with installation suggestions and literature. 
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 TECHNICAL BULLETIN 133 
 FINESSE® AND CALIFORNIA 133 
 
 
As of March 1, 1992, the State of California has required that upholstered 
seating furniture sold for use in certain public occupancies as defined in the 
bulletin meet the requirements set forth in the State of California, Bureau of 
Home Furnishings and Thermal Insulating Technical Bulletin 133.  This has 
become known as "Cal 133". 
 
Cal 133 has been adopted by the city of Boston, the New York/New Jersey 
Port Authority as well as other city and state governments as a standard or 
model from which they are drafting their own legislation.   
 
Cal 133 is a full scale test involving an actual article of furniture or a suitable 
mock-up.  A suitable mock-up consists of a seat and back cushion and arms 
if applicable, which are configured as described in the Cal 133 Technical 
Bulletin into a metal frame made of slotted "L" angle iron and slotted flat iron. 
 The cushions will be  constructed using  the same methods and materials 
(cover, barrier, foam, threads, etc.) to be used in the final finished piece of 
furniture.  The purpose of the mock-up is to give you a predictable indication 
of how your furniture will perform in an actual chair test. 
 
No cover material can pass Cal 133 since it is not a component test.  Cal 
133 is a composite test.  It considers the effect of the individual components 
and their influence on each other as they relate to the design of seating 
furniture being tested.  The methods and materials which pass on one design 
may not pass on another. 
 
Fire Barrier materials are not specified by Cal 133, however most 
manufacturers are reporting that the best results are obtained when 
adequate fire barrier materials are used. 
 
Fire retarding foams are not a requirement of Cal 133.  In fact no 
components are specified.  The thrust of the law is to build safer furniture.  
Manufacturers have the flexibility to select their own methods and materials 
as long as their chair passes the test. 
 
NYTEK® products are used successfully through out the industry on Cal 
133 furniture when used in conjunction with a suitable fire barrier and Cal 117 
rated foam and other components. 
 
The California Department of Consumers Affairs, Bureau of Home 
Furnishings and Thermal Insulation (BHFTI) has literature on barrier 
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fabrics and foam components, Cal 133 Question and Answer Booklets, and 
copies of the regulation.  If you need assistance you may call the following 
numbers: 
Karen E. Hatchel, Bureau Chief: (916)-324-1448 
John McCormack, Manager, Home Furnishings Laboratory: (916)-2574-2041 
Peter Brightbill, Chief, Licensing Division: (916)-322-4023 
 
The New York/New Jersey Port Authority can be reached at 201/216-
2800. 
 
The City of Boston Fire Marshals Office can be reached at 617/343-3527. 
 
For further guidance or for Technical Assistance call Majilite at 978/441-
6800. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
 
 
For years one on the toughest flammability tests for upholstery fabrics was 
the City of Boston BFD IX component test.  This was because it was a 
vertical flame test, there was a large flame involved, and there was only a 
short afterflame time allowed.  Because of Boston’s reputation for tough fire 
standards, many specifiers requested that upholstery fabrics pass the Boston 
test even though the fabric might not necessarily be used in the City of 
Boston. 
 
Often times a flame retardant treatment used to bring a fabric into 
compliance would change the hand of the fabric and in some cases the color 
and texture also.  Some of these treatments were water soluble and could be 
washed out by cleaning.  Therefore they were only effective for a limited 
period of time.  Sometimes it was found that a chair built with approved 
components (fabric cover, foam, etc.) did not perform well in a full scale burn 
test. 
 
The City of Boston has moved away from component testing. In fact 
component tests have been discontinued as of January 1995.  In their place, 
Boston has adopted the Cal 133 full scale burn test.  In doing so, the 
emphasis has shifted to a total chair performance in a fire and allows the 
chair manufacturer the latitude to select component combinations for his 
chair design to successfully meet the requirements of the test.  
 
As with Cal 133, there is no longer an upholstery fabric “that passes Boston” 
since there is no longer a component test.  NYTEK® products have used in 
Boston by incorporating them into a chair designed to pass Cal 133.  Often 
times it is necessary to use a barrier fabric between the NYTEK® cover and 
the foam or fiberfill.  Please refer to the section in this guide on Cal 133 and 
contact your Majilite representative if you have any questions. 
 
There are some restrictions in the Boston regulations not found in Cal133. 
For example there is no exemption for sprinkled buildings and there are more 
occupancy use groups covered by the regulations than in Cal 133. 
 
For more information on the City of Boston regulations, contact the Boston 
Fire Department , Chemist Office at (617)-343-3527. 
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 NOVASUEDE® 
 
 
The special technology that created NOVASUEDE® allows for easy care and 
cleaning.  Since liquid spills tend to "bead up" on the surface, often all that is 
needed is quick action with a dry cloth to absorb the liquid.  Normal, regular 
vacuuming with a soft brush attachment is recommended to remove dust 
deposits, prevent soil build-up, and to keep the suede surface looking crisp 
and new.  Light stains and smudge marks often can be lifted off with Scotch 
tape or removed with a soft eraser. 
 
Water soluble stains such as coffee, tea, juice, soft drinks, milk, beer, wine, 
etc. can be removed by dabbing the affected area with clean water only, mild 
soapy water, or a 50/50 solution of water and white vinegar.  Excessive 
rubbing is not necessary.  A blotting action is always preferable to a rubbing 
technique for stain removal.  Remove excess soap or vinegar solution by 
dabbing again with clean water and blotting with a clean cloth.  The material 
can be allowed to dry naturally or dried quickly with a hair dryer using the 
warm setting.  "Rings" noticed after drying are usually the result of some 
residual soap or cleaning solution remaining in the fabric.  Most rings can be 
removed by cleaning again with water only. 
 
For non-water soluble stains such as grease, oil, shoe polish, etc. use a 
petroleum solvent such as naphtha (lighter fluid) or mineral spirits.    Using 
a  clean  cloth  moistened  with  the  solvent,  dab the stained area and then 
blot  with a  clean, dry cloth. Repeat if necessary.  Work from the edges 
of the stain toward the center to avoid enlarging the stain.Surface damage
and  minor  cigarette  burns  usually  can  be   repaired  by  rubbing  the  area 
carefully with fine sandpaper. 
 
Removable covers can be machine washed separately using the cool or 
warm water setting, delicate cycle.  Use mild detergent, no bleach.  Do not 
pour detergent directly onto the material.  Spin and tumble dry low setting, or 
spin and hang to dry in a shady area.  Do not twist or wring.  NOVASUEDE® 
covers can also be professionally dry cleaned using clean perchloroethylene 
solvent, short cycle, tumble dry warm, steam only followed by brushing to 
restore nap. 
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To clean widespread dirt or overall cleaning of upholstered pieces, a wet 
extraction process is recommended, available through most professional 
cleaning services.   
 
Although NOVASUEDE® is spill resistant, supplementary treatments such as 
Scotchguard can be used.  Preliminary sample treatment is necessary to 
ensure that the hand, texture, or color of the material will not be affected. 
 
After any method of cleaning, it is important to restore the nap by light 
brushing with a soft bristle brush after the NOVASUEDE® is completely dry.  
Regular routine vacuuming, immediate attention to accidental spills, and 
occasional brushing is generally all that is required to maintain the luxurious 
feel and appearance of NOVASUEDE®. 
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NOVASUEDE®:  COMMONLY ASKED CARE AND CLEANING 
QUESTIONS 
 
 
How should I take care of my NOVASUEDE® furniture? 
Many experts will tell you that the key to long life for carpets, draperies, and 
upholstery fabrics is periodic cleaning.  Just as your woodwork needs an 
occasional dusting, that same airborne dust and dirt is settling on your 
furniture.  Simply brush NOVASUEDE® with a soft nylon bristle brush.  Avoid 
a metal brush or one with stiff bristles.  If you have any doubts about whether 
your suede brush is too stiff, compare it to a soft bristle tooth brush.  Normal, 
regular vacuuming will also remove dust deposits and prevent soil build-up.  
A few minutes once a week will keep your NOVASUEDE® furniture looking 
fresh and new. 
 
What about spills? 
The microfiber structure of NOVASUEDE® causes many spills to "bead up" 
on the surface.  Often all that is needed is quick action with a dry cloth to 
absorb the liquid. 
 
What do I do about stains? 
If a spill has been left to dry on NOVASUEDE® don't be alarmed.  
NOVASUEDE® will easily "release" most stains with normal cleaning 
techniques.  Blot (if still sticky) or brush out (if dry) any excess of the staining 
material.  Water soluble stains can be removed by dabbing the affected area 
with mild soapy water.  Woolite is recommended, or any mild dishwashing 
soap such as Joy or Dove will also work well.  Avoid soaking the suede as 
this will just result in a build up of soap in the material; rather dab the stain 
with soapy water and blot up the stain with a clean cloth.  A soft absorbent 
terry cloth or towel is good for this.  For more stubborn stains, brush with a 
soft tooth brush and blot.  Another good cleaning agent is a 50/50 mixture of 
white vinegar and water. 
 
For non water soluble stains such as grease, use a petroleum solvent 
(mineral spirits, naphtha, or a spot remover using perchloroethylene).  
Moisten a clean cloth with the solvent, dab the stained area, and blot with a 
clean dry cloth. 
 
After cleaning allow the suede to air dry or you can dry quickly with the warm 
setting of a hair dryer.  Brush to restore the nap. 
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What do I do about rings? 
"Rings" noticed after cleaning and drying are usually the result of some 
residual soap or cleaning solution remaining in the fabric.  Even water can 
leave a ring of minerals, salts, dust or other contaminants.  Rings or spots 
may also simply be areas where the suede microfibers have clumped 
together.  Many rings can usually just be brushed out. 
 
For a more stubborn ring, try cleaning the area again with clear water.  Use a 
sponge or soft clean cloth.  A "feathering" technique (working from the center 
out) will help prevent the ring from reappearing.  Blot out as much of the 
water as possible with a dry towel.  Quick drying with a hair dryer (or fan) set 
at the warm setting can help prevent ring formation.  As always, brush when 
dry to restore the nap. 
 
What about stains or soiled areas that are just too large to spot clean? 
For large areas, a wet extraction process is recommended, available through 
most professional cleaning services.  Or you can do it yourself using a home 
wet vacuum system.  An example is a Bissell carpet cleaner with the small 
upholstery attachment.  Use a mild soap and cool to lukewarm water.  Do not 
soak the suede.  Spray and vacuum, lightly brushing if necessary.  Go over 
the piece with water only to remove soap residue.  Allow the suede to dry 
completely then lightly brush to restore the nap.  Removable cushion covers 
may also be washed on a gentle cycle in a washing machine using cold water 
and Woolite followed by a cold rinse.  Air dry the suede or lightly tumble the 
cover in a dryer on a cool setting.  Brush the suede lightly after drying. 
 
Can I treat my NOVASUEDE® furniture with Scotchguard or other fabric 
protection? 
Fabric protections such as Scotchguard, Fiberseal, Soilshield, etc. have been 
used on NOVASUEDE®.  These should be applied by professionals in order 
to ensure adequate and complete coverage.  With any treatment, we 
recommend a preliminary test to make sure that the hand, texture, or color of 
the material will not be affected. 
 
What are the advantages of fabric treatment? 
Good quality fabric treatments can enhance the water repellency and stain 
release characteristics of NOVASUEDE®.  Many fabric protection applicators 
guarantee their products and provide care and cleaning guides for their 
customers.  Many are also professional cleaners who can provide quick and 
timely local service if needed.  Sometimes the buyer is simply more 
comfortable knowing a fabric treatment has been applied, especially if a 
warranty comes with it. 
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"COLOR TRANSFER" FROM NOVASUEDE® 
 
  
Color Transfer from Buffing Dust 
 
Once in a while the occasion may arise where there is a transfer of color from 
the NOVASUEDE® to another fabric.  Most of these incidents are reported 
from the upholstery shop.  If the shop runs NOVASUEDE® often, the odds 
are that eventually this will happen.  This may likely occur in the warm 
weather when the upholsterer's hands and arms are sweaty and sticky and 
he may be wearing a white or light colored T-shirt.  After handling the suede, 
there is color on his hands, arms, and shirt.  Often the first reaction is that the 
dye is bleeding. 
 
Most often what has happened is a transfer of buffing dust.  When 
NOVASUEDE® is manufactured, one of the final processes is to buff the 
surface to achieve uniform fiber and nap length.  The final buffing is with very 
fine abrasive and since the fibers themselves are very fine also (0.001 to 
0.01 denier), the dust particles generated are tiny.  A comparison may be 
made to wood finishing when the last sanding of the wood or a urethane 
gloss coat is done with very fine grit sandpaper.  Then the final finish is 
applied to the wood.  The dust produced is difficult to distinguish as individual 
particles.  When NOVASUEDE® dust gets on a piece of clothing, these 
particles may look like a dye bleed. 
 
After buffing, the dust is vacuumed out of the NOVASUEDE®, but once in a 
while because of a machine shop, etc., some dust can remain in a few yards 
within a bolt.  While the dust can be vacuumed off the finished chair or sofa, 
most furniture manufacturer's simply blow the dust off with a stream of dry 
compressed air from an air hose.  This is usually done at final inspection just 
before wrapping for shipment.  This also serves to clean sawdusts, metal 
shavings, or other types of airborne dust from the piece which might have 
settled on it during its trip through the shop.  As for the upholsterer's white T-
shirt, most of the dust can be either brushed off or removed with masking 
tape or a lint brush.  If necessary, wash out the dust in the washing machine 
using regular detergent in cold water followed by a cold rinse. 
 
A less likely possibility is a complaint from the end user.  Again, her first 
thought is that the color is bleeding.  Vacuuming will reduce the amount of 
dust present.  Regular vacuuming and occasional light brushing with a soft 
bristle brush (similar to a soft toothbrush) is recommended for normal 
maintenance of NOVASUEDE® regardless of buffing dust.  Airborne dirt, 
dust, household sprays, air pollution, etc. can settle on the suede during use. 
 Just as a coffee table is dusted regularly, the same dust lands on the 
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NOVASUEDE® furniture, so it should be "dusted" also by vacuuming.  Dirt 
can act as an abrasive, shortening the life of any fabric.  Foreign material 
may cause the nylon microfibers in NOVASUEDE® to cling together, 
reducing the "tracking" effect of the nap.  Through regular use and 
vacuuming, the buffing dust should diminish to the point where it is no longer 
a concern. 
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Color transfer from Dye Bleed 
 
Color might transfer from certain dark colors of NOVASUEDE® (such as 
Black, dark or bright reds, and purples) to lighter NOVASUEDE® colors or to 
lighter fabrics or leathers as a result of dye bleed.  This can occur especially 
if the contrasting materials are washed together or if the suede becomes wet 
during use.  A small amount of this dye bleed usually does not change the 
suede color, but it can stain other materials.  Therefore care should be taken 
in the selection of the combination of NOVASUEDE® colors used in the 
same piece when they will be cleaned or washed together.  For example, a 
Black or a Wine NOVASUEDE® should not be used in applique with Gelato 
as some bleeding of the dye in the darker suedes will occur when the piece is 
washed. Care should also be taken when certain dark colors of 
NOVASUEDE® are used for throw pillows on light colored sofas especially if 
the pillows may become wet during use. 
 
Other materials such as vinyls, natural leathers, and some synthetic leathers 
can extract dye from NOVASUEDE® when wet or under conditions of 
elevated temperatures.  This is because vinyls and leathers contain oils 
which can extract dye from many textiles.  Also, some natural and synthetic 
leathers have top finishes which can become soft and tacky when very warm 
and cause them to stick or “block” to other materials.  
 
If you are considering using dark colors of NOVASUEDE® where they will 
come into contact with lighter colored suede, fabrics, or leathers you should 
evaluate the color compatibility first before fabricating your piece.  Wet a 
piece of the NOVASUEDE® thoroughly and squeeze out excess water.  
Place it in contact with a piece of the light colored fabric or leather and insert 
it between two pieces of safety glass or other clean, flat, water impermeable 
surface.  Place a small weight (a pound or two) on the top plate glass.  After 
24 hours, separate the NOVASUEDE® from the light colored fabric and note 
any color changes.  For vinyls and natural or synthetic leathers, you should 
check for dye extraction by oils. Repeat the procedure above using dry 
NOVASUEDE® with the vinyl or leather between plate glass and compressed 
with a small weight.  Place in an oven at 158F or 70C overnight.  If you like 
we, can do testing for you.  Please call our Customer Service Department at 
Majilite or contact your Majilite representative for details. 
 
Dye bleed occurs when the suede is wet or when the dye is extracted by oils 
or plasticizers.  A small amount of color transferring to another fabric or to 
clothing under normal use is not dye bleed but is residual buffing dust.  
Please see our discussion of “BUFFING DUST” 
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PROCEDURE FOR REMOVAL OF STAINS FROM 

NOVASUEDE® - WET EXTRACTION METHOD 
 
 

For occasions where dirt or stains cover a large area of a NOVASUEDE® 
sofa or a wall or ceiling panel, it may be too labor intensive to attempt to 
clean it by a spot cleaning technique.  Also for times where the staining 
material is ground in or has been allowed to soak into the suede, removal by 
wetting and blotting may be time consuming and impractical. 
 
An alternative is to remove the stain by a wet extraction technique.  
Professional cleaners often use such equipment.  Many homes have 
upholstery/carpet cleaning equipment.  An example is a Bissell carpet 
machine using the small upholstery attachment.  These can be purchased in 
department and discount stores for $90 - $120. It may even be possible in a 
boatyard to use a shop vac or equivalent wet/dry vacuum on panels. 
 
The basic equipment involves spraying the suede with water and vacuuming 
it out along with the suspended dirt.  When using extraction equipment it is 
best not to soak the suede but to wet and vacuum in one motion. 
 
Remove dry dirt by brushing and vacuuming.  Wet stains should be blotted 
up as much as possible.  Excess dried stains should be scraped off with a 
spoon.  Some materials may be partially removed by lightly applying and 
removing scotch tape. 
 
Prepare a soap solution as follows: 
1 gallon of water 
1/4 cup Woolite 
½ cup Vivid detergent with non-chlorine bleach 
 
Transfer some of the soap solution to a 1 pint bottle equipped with a trigger 
or pump spray top similar to those that are used for many household 
cleaners. 
 
Spray the soap solution onto the stained area.  Lightly wet the area, avoid  
oversoaking it.  Brush the soap solution into the suede with a soft brush (a 
soft toothbrush has the right firmness).  Do not scrub or rub excessively.  
Lightly work the soap into the suede to soften the stain. 
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Extract the soap solution with cold water.  Several rinses may be necessary.  
The suede will darken when wet and may mask the stain.  To determine 
whether another washing is necessary, dry a small portion of the cleaned 
area with a hair dryer to determine if any of the stain remains.  Once the 
stains have been removed, clean the entire panel or piece of furniture to 
maintain a consistent appearance.  Allow the piece to dry at room 
temperature - usually overnight, then brush lightly to restore the nap. 
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CLEANING PROCEDURES FOR EMBOSSED 

NOVASUEDE®AND NOVASUEDE® PERF 
 

 
EMBOSSED NOVASUEDE® and NOVASUEDE® PERF can be cleaned 
using the same procedures as our standard NOVASUEDE® line. 
 
For general maintenance, they should be lightly brushed and vacuumed on a 
regular basis.  Brushing should be done only with a soft bristle brush with 
about the same stiffness as a soft toothbrush. 
 
Spots and stains can be removed using water or Woolite and water for 
waterbased stains.  Mineral Spirits or perchloroethylene can be used for oil 
based stains. 
 
EMBOSSED NOVASUEDE® and NOVASUEDE® PERF may be machine 
washed in Woolite and cold water, cold rinse, tumble dry-air only, then air 
dried.  Lightly brush up the nap once the suede has completely dried. 
 
For sofas and chairs extraction equipment can be used. 
 
Avoid scrubbing, picking, or digging the suede surface when cleaning 
EMBOSSED NOVASUEDE® or NOVASUEDE® PERF.  By doing so, it is 
possible to pull some of the microfiber into the embossed areas or the 
individual perforations which can reduce the overall embossed or perforated 
effect of the product.  Let the soap and water or cleaning solvent do the work 
of loosening the stains, then remove them by blotting with a clean absorbent 
cloth. 
 
For further instructions on cleaning techniques please refer to our bulletins 
"NOVASUEDE®:  COMMONLY ASKED CARE AND CLEANING 
QUESTIONS" and "PROCEDURE FOR REMOVAL OF STAINS FROM 
NOVASUEDE® - WET EXTRACTION METHOD." 
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NOVASUEDE® CLEANING 
 
Special stains: Ink 
 
Not all inks are composed of the same materials.  Technique will also vary 
from one individual to another.  The sooner that the ink is cleaned, the 
greater the chances for success.  Work with small areas at a time.  If more 
than one location is involved, work with the most obscure or least visible area 
to test this procedure on the particular ink involved.  A product for 
NOVASUEDE® with which we have had good success is Blue Coral Dri-
Clean Upholstery Cleaner.  It can be found at autoparts stores and in 
department stores where the automotive supplies such as Armor-All and car 
waxes are displayed.  It is a clear pink-purple liquid in a trigger spray bottle.  
There is also an aerosol foam product by the same name, but it is not as 
effective on NOVASUEDE® as the spray.  Follow the directions on the bottle 
and use a dab and blot technique as previously discussed in the section on 
spot cleaning.  Blue Coral Dri-Clean can be used as a spot cleaner or as a 
soap for wet extraction.  Blue Coral is manufactured by Blue Coral, Inc. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44105  Tel:1-800-545-0982 
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NOVASUEDE® CLEANING 
 
Special stains: Blood. 
 
Note: Whenever handling blood or blood products, take appropriate 
precautions and use proper techniques to prevent the spread of disease. 
 
Blood stains can usually be removed with cold water only.  For fresh blood, 
apply cold water to a clean white cloth.  Dab the blood stain with the cloth 
and blot up the stain with a clean dry cloth.  Repeat the process until no more 
blood transfers to the cloth. 
 
If the blood has dried on, it may be more difficult to soften and remove.   
Before washing, gently scrape the dried blood with a fingernail file or similar 
object.  Avoid bruising the suede.  Use a soft toothbrush to break up the 
blood, then use cold water and a cloth as discussed above.  If the water 
alone does not work, try a dilute solution of a mild soap in cold water.  
Examples are Woolite, or a hand dishwashing liquid such as Joy, Dove, or 
Ivory.  Do not use warm or hot water as it may set the blood stain into the 
suede. 
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NOVASUEDE® CLEANING 
 
Special Stains: OIL AND GREASE 
 
Oil and grease do not respond well to attempts to clean with water and often 
are stubborn even to efforts with soap and water.  The dilute solutions of 
soap and water effective against water soluble food stains often cannot 
dissolve the grease or oil in order for it to be removed. 
 
A better approach is to dissolve the oil or grease with a solvent and blot it up. 
 For oils, mineral spirits is a good choice.  (Mineral spirits is a clear 
water-white solvent sold in hardware and paint stores.  It is a distillate of 
petroleum and has a mild odor similar to kerosene.  It is often sold as paint 
thinner and is recommended for thinning and clean-up of oil based paints and 
stains.  It is a combustible liquid.  Keep away from ignition sources and use 
with adequate ventilation.  Follow the manufacturer's label instructions.  Be 
sure to use mineral spirits.  Avoid alcohols, ketones such as acetone, and 
nail polish removers.) 
 
Grease is generally a little tougher to dissolve.  Try mineral spirits first, then if 
necessary, try perchloroethylene.  It is a better grease solvent than mineral 
spirits and has the advantage of being fast drying. It has a strong odor and 
the fumes can be a safety problem if not ventilated.  Follow all manufacturer's 
label instructions and the Material Safety Data Sheet (M.S.D.S.) 
 
Before applying solvent to the stain, remove any excess if possible.  Grease 
may sit up on the surface of the suede and may be removed by scraping off 
with a knife.  Oil is more fluid and may be partially blotted up with a clean dry 
cloth.  Avoid spreading the stain.  Wet a clean white cloth with solvent and 
dab the grease or oil stain with it. 
 
Quickly blot up the stain with a dry portion of the cloth.  Repeat several times 
until the stain appears to be gone and the cloth shows no more oil is being 
picked up.  Take care not to over wet the stain with solvent, especially in the 
beginning of the cleaning process, because as the solvent hits the stain and 
begins to dissolve it, the stain will start to spread out. 
 
If the grease is heavy and stiff, gently loosen it with a soft toothbrush. 
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If a ring remains after the spot is gone, then there is probably a small amount 
of stain remaining which has been pushed out to the edges of the wetted 
area.  Rewet the spot with solvent and blot again with a clean cloth.  Using a 
hair dryer on a warm setting, blow air across the spot.  As the spot wet area 
shrinks lightly brush it with a soft cloth or your hand to feather out the 
boundary between the wet area and the dry.  This should disperse the ring. 
 
Some types of stains such as shoe polish have oil soluble and water soluble 
components.  This requires cleaning with a solvent followed by soap and 
water. 
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NOVASUEDE® CLEANING 
 
Special Stains: CHALK 
 
Some upholsters will use chalk to mark their patterns.  The chalk marks the 
suede with relative ease and compared to some other methods of marking, it 
is easier to remove if required.  Ball point pens, china markers, and crayons 
etc. take considerably more time to remove and for a large mark or area, the 
difference in total cleaning time required could be substantial.  Occasionally, 
the chalk may get on the face of the suede or if the pattern is marked 
incorrectly, the chalk mark will need to be removed. 
 
A chalk that will mark suede relatively easily is a soft non-dusting variety.  For 
our evaluations we looked at Crayola Anti-dust White chalk on a dark color 
NOVASUEDE®. 
 
Our best results in removing chalk marks were achieved by brushing the 
suede with a soft brush such as a soft toothbrush.   The brush loosens the 
chalk and is followed by brushing or fluffing the suede  with a soft  clean 
cloth to disperse it.  In the upholstery shop, this can be accomplished quite
well with a stream of clean dry compressed air from an air hose. 
 
Cleaners such as mineral spirits were  also  effective  but  were  messier  and 
more  time  consuming.  The  solvent  did not appear to improve the 
cleanability of the chalk.  It was actually the brushing of the suede that 
removed the chalk. 
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NOVASUEDE® CLEANING 
 
Special stains: MASKING TAPE 
 
While masking tape can be used to clean NOVASUEDE® in much the same 
manner as a lintbrush, it should only be lightly touched to the suede and 
removed.  NEVER RUB THE TAPE INTO THE SUEDE.  NEVER LEAVE 
TAPE ON NOVASUEDE FOR ANY PERIOD OF TIME.  NEVER USE TAPE 
TO MARK OR LABEL NOVASUEDE® IF THE TAPE WILL NEED TO BE 
REMOVED IN ORDER TO USE THE SUEDE. 
 
There will be occasions when certain tapes will be applied to NOVASUEDE® 
and allowed to remain for a period of time.  An example might be when a 
chair is packaged and a plastic cover is inadvertently taped to the upholstery. 
 Masking tapes, as an example, have rubber adhesives that with time tend to 
increase their peel adhesions to the surface of the material to which they 
have been applied.  The result is that when the tape is removed, not all of the 
adhesive comes off with the tape but some remains on the surface of the 
other material.  With NOVASUEDE®, the tape may pull out some of the 
microfiber and raise the nap above the rest of the suede. The result may be a 
dark area where the suede does not track with the rest of the piece. 
 
These rubbery adhesives do not clean well with soap and water.  Even some 
of the more popular spray cleaners do little more than soften the adhesive 
and "chase" it around. 
 
If masking tape has been applied to suede and left for a time, the tape will 
have a good bond to the microfibers.  If this is the case, DO NOT PULL THE 
TAPE OFF THE SUEDE.  The best way to remove the tape safely is to 
soften the tape adhesive and remove it and the tape at the same time.  This 
way a minimum of adhesive remains on the suede. 
 
The procedure with which we found good success used mineral spirits and 
come clean white cloths.  Mineral spirits is a clear water-white solvent sold in 
hardware and paint stores.  It is a distillate of petroleum and has a mild odor 
similar to kerosene.  It is often sold as paint thinner and is recommended for 
thinning and clean-up of oil based paints and stains.  It is a combustible 
liquid.  Keep away from ignition sources and use with adequate ventilation.  
Follow the manufacturer's label instructions.  Be sure to use mineral spirits.  
Avoid alcohols, ketones such as acetone, and nail polish removers. 
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tape and slowly pull it back to where the solvent spot ends.  You should feel 
the tape grab to the dry suede. DO NOT PULL ON THE SUEDE!!!  Repeat 
the same procedure again until the tape has been completely removed.  It is 
important to work with a small area at a time and to be patient.  Over-wetting 
the tape with mineral spirits or leaving it too long on the suede after wetting 
will soften the adhesive too much. When the tape is removed, the adhesive 
will remain on the suede.  Too little mineral spirits on the tape or too little 
wetting time will not allow the adhesive to soften adequately. Then when the 
tape is removed, some suede fibers will go with it. 
 
The best technique is to wet a small area at a time.  Using light tension, 
gently pull the tape.  As the adhesive softens, the tape will give and the 
adhesive will go with the tape and the suede fibers will not be pulled.  If 
possible wet the suede and tape with the mineral spirits where the bond line 
is, allow a few seconds for the adhesive to soften, then pull the tape until it 
grabs.  Typically this is only a quarter of an inch at a time. If any adhesive 
remains after the tape is removed, wet it with mineral spirits and try to roll it 
up into a ball and pick it off the suede surface. Avoid pushing it down into the 
suede. 
 
If the suede is dark or tacky, some adhesive may have been pushed down 
into the microfiber.  Wet the spot with mineral spirits and blot with a clean 
cloth.  Brush up the suede with a soft toothbrush.  After drying, lightly brush 
the suede. 
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NOVASUEDE® CLEANING 
 
Special stains: GLUE 
 
Some upholsterers use fabric spray adhesives in their shops.  The adhesive 
may be sprayed onto foam, frame parts, or onto cardboard.   Occasionally, a 
part covered with glue may bump up against a piece of furniture covered in 
NOVASUEDE® and some of the glue transfers to the suede surface.  The 
question now is how to safely remove the adhesive? 
 
To reproduce this situation, we sprayed the edge of a cardboard box with 
VWR Foam and Fabric Spray adhesive.  We then pressed the cardboard 
onto a piece of NOVASUEDE®.  The result was a strip of adhesive on the 
suede.  We let the adhesive set for a couple of days to let the solvent dry. 
 
We found that several solvents would loosen the adhesive without damaging 
the suede.  These are perchloroethylene, liquid carbona, and mineral spirits.  
Whenever using solvents, use with adequate ventilation.  The 
perchloroethylene has the advantage of being fast drying but has a strong 
odor and the fumes can be a safety problem if not ventilated.  If the solvent is 
flammable or combustible, keep away from sources of ignition.  Follow the 
manufacturer's label instructions and all precautions.  Consult the Material 
Safety Data Sheet(M.S.D.S.). 
 
We had good luck with mineral spirits.  We began by dabbing a clean white 
cloth in the mineral spirits, getting it damp but not dripping wet.   Dab the 
edge of the adhesive mark with the cloth, wetting the adhesive and a small 
area around it.  Lightly rub or brush the adhesive with the objective of getting 
it to ball up and roll off the suede.   Avoid pushing the softened adhesive 
down into the suede.  After the adhesive appears to be gone, brush the 
suede, still moistened with mineral spirits with a soft tooth brush or similar 
brush to break up any residual adhesive and blot with a clean dry cloth.  
Mineral spirits dries slowly so it may be necessary to speed up the process 
by blowing warm dry air over the spot.  If the spot dries dark, there may be a 
little adhesive left in the suede. Rewet with mineral spirits, brush, and blot. 
 
Sometimes the mineral spirits may leave a ring.  If this happens, lightly brush 
the ring with a cloth dampened with mineral spirits, then brush the suede 
lightly as you dry it with a hair dryer, etc. 
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 FINESSE® PRESTIGE® AND GLAZED FINESSE® 
 
 
FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, and GLAZED FINESSE® are made of NYTEK®, a 
specially engineered nylon fiber matrix.  These products are designed with a 
built-in stain resistant finish that will not wash or wear off and does not 
require a topically applied spray. 
 
Ordinary dirt, smudges and water soluble stains, such as coffee, tea, juice, 
soft drinks, milk, beer, wine, etc... can be removed with mild soap and water. 
 Use a clean cloth or soft sponge to dab the stain with soapy water, mixed 
according to the manufacturer's directions.  Remove the soap solution by 
wiping the area with a cloth and clean water.  Dry with a soft lint-free cloth or 
towel. 
 
Very stubborn stains or non-water soluble stains can be removed with a mild 
solvent such as naphtha (lighter fluid, paint thinner).  Lightly wipe the stain 
with a clean cloth which has been moistened with solvent.  Blot the area with 
a dry cloth and allow to dry. 
 
Many ink and magic marker stains can be removed using a solution of one 
part Wisk detergent and one part rubbing alcohol.  Dab lightly with a cloth 
which has been moistened with the solution.  Do not rub.  As the ink loosens, 
blot the area with a dry cloth.  Repeat if necessary.  Rinse with a cloth 
dampened in clean water, and dry with a soft cloth. 
 
For commercial installations use mild soap and water for general cleaning.  
Avoid using cleaners containing abrasives or bleach.  Disinfectants can be 
used provided they are evaluated beforehand.  Technical bulletins outlining 
specific cleaning and disinfecting procedures for these products used in 
health care applications are available. 
 
These simple cleaning methods will ensure the long-lasting beauty and 
elegance of these NYTEK® products. 
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 NYTEK® 
 
FINESSE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, METALS and PEARLS, and 
WEATHERED METALS are made of NYTEK®, a specially engineered nylon 
fiber matrix.  These products are designed with a built-in stain resistant finish 
that will not wash or wear off and does not require a topically applied spray. 
 
Ordinary dirt, smudges and water soluble stains, such as coffee, tea, juice, 
soft drinks, milk, beer, wine, etc... can be removed with mild soap and water. 
 Use a clean cloth or soft sponge to dab the stain with soapy water, mixed 
according to the manufacturer's directions.  Remove the soap solution by 
wiping the area with a cloth and clean water.  Dry with a soft lint-free cloth or 
towel. 
 
Very stubborn stains or non-water soluble stains can be removed with a mild 
solvent such as naphtha (lighter fluid, paint thinner).  Lightly wipe the stain 
with a clean cloth which has been moistened with solvent.  Blot the area with 
a dry cloth and allow to dry. 
 
Many ink and magic marker stains can be removed using a solution of one 
part Wisk detergent and one part rubbing alcohol.  Dab lightly with a cloth 
which has been moistened with the solution.  Do not rub.  As the ink loosens, 
blot the area with a dry cloth.  Repeat if necessary.  Rinse with a cloth 
dampened in clean water, and dry with a soft cloth. 
 
For commercial installations use mild soap and water for general cleaning.  
Avoid using cleaners containing abrasives or bleach.  Disinfectants can be 
used provided they are evaluated beforehand.  Technical bulletins outlining 
specific cleaning and disinfecting procedures for these products used in 
health care applications are available. 
 
These simple cleaning methods will ensure the long-lasting beauty and 
elegance of these NYTEK® products. 
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 DESTINY® 
 
DESTINY® is made of NYTEK®, a specially engineered nylon fiber matrix.  It 
is designed with a built-in stain resistant finish that will not wash or wear off 
and does not require a topically applied spray. 
 
Ordinary dirt, smudges and water soluble stains, such as coffee, tea, juice, 
soft drinks, milk, beer, wine, etc... can be removed with mild soap and water. 
 Use a clean cloth or soft sponge to dab the stain with soapy water, mixed 
according to the manufacturer's directions.  Remove the soap solution by 
wiping the area with a cloth and clean water.  Dry with a soft lint-free cloth or 
towel. 
 
Very stubborn stains or non-water soluble stains can be removed with a mild 
solvent such as naphtha (lighter fluid, paint thinner).  Lightly wipe the stain 
with a clean cloth which has been moistened with solvent.  Blot the area with 
a dry cloth and allow to dry. 
 
Many ink and magic marker stains can be removed using a solution of one 
part Wisk detergent and one part rubbing alcohol.  Dab lightly with a cloth 
which has been moistened with the solution.  Do not rub.  As the ink loosens, 
blot the area with a dry cloth.  Repeat if necessary.  Rinse with a cloth 
dampened in clean water, and dry with a soft cloth. 
 
For commercial installations use mild soap and water for general cleaning.  
Avoid using cleaners containing abrasives or bleach.  Disinfectants can be 
used provided they are evaluated beforehand.  Technical bulletins outlining 
specific cleaning and disinfecting procedures for these products used in 
health care applications are available. 
 
These simple cleaning methods will ensure the long-lasting beauty and 
elegance of DESTINY®. 
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 CARE AND CLEANING GUIDE FOR FINESSE® 

IN HEALTH CARE APPLICATIONS 
 
FINESSE® is increasingly being used in dental chairs, examination tables, 
hospital furniture, and other health care applications where cleaning and 
disinfecting are performed frequently. 
 
In response to questions regarding safe products to use on FINESSE®, 
Majilite has evaluated several cleaners/disinfectants and recommends the 
following: 
 
Cleaning:  Wipe the FINESSE® with a mild soap and water solution using a 
soft clean cloth or sponge.  Avoid cleaners containing abrasives or bleach.  
Rinse with clean water, dry with a soft cloth or towel.  
 
Disinfecting:  The following products are acceptable based on our testing:  
Dilute as directed and apply as per the manufacturers label instructions. 
 
PRODUCT TYPE MANUFACTURER 
 
Aseptiphene 128 Phenol/water Huntington  
 Labs. 
 
Bi-Arrest II Phenol/water Infection Control 
  Tech. 
 
Cetylcide Tertiary ammonium chlorides/  Cetylite Ind. Inc. 

Tertiary ammonium bromides/  Water 
 
Omni II Phenol/water ADM Medical 
 
Precise Cleaner Phenol Cal Tech 
 
Procide Spray Glutaraldehyde/Phenol Cottrell Ltd. 
 
Sterall Spray Glutaraldehyde Colgate-Hoyt  
 Labs. 
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Iodophors such as Biocide, Wescodyne, ProMedyne Iodofive, etc. are not 
included on the acceptable list at this time due to concerns regarding 
possible staining of the FINESSE® surface. 
 
The following products are currently not recommended for use on 
FINESSE®: 
 

Coefoam, Coe Spray, Coe Foam Plus 
Healthco Aerosol Foam Cleaner 
Lysol, Lysol II, Lysol Professional 
Asepti-steryl Aerosol 
Procide ES 
Cavicide 
Sodium Hypochlorite Solutions (Chlorine Bleach) 
Alcohols such as Isopropyl alcohol and Ethanol 

 
Majilite endorses no particular product with regard to its specific ability to 
clean and/or disinfect, only that approved products have been shown not to 
harm the FINESSE® finish. 
 
Our evaluations were based upon the disinfectants as currently formulated 
and may not reflect possible future reformulations or modifications by the 
manufacturers. 
 
Majilite continues to examine the effects on FINESSE® of various 
commercial disinfectants.  Our laboratories are available to test specific 
products per customers' requests. 
 
The preceding recommendations apply not only to FINESSE®, but also to 
PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, and DESTINY®.  
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 REMOVAL OF BALL POINT PEN INK FROM FINESSE® 
 
 
Not all inks are composed of the same materials.  Technique will also vary 
from one individual to another.  The sooner that the ink is cleaned, the 
greater the chances for success.  Work with small areas at a time.  If more 
than one location is involved, work with the most obscure or least visible area 
to test this procedure on the particular ink involved.  Our most successful 
method has been by the use of Majilite’s Ink Removal Stick, which is 
designed for removal of ink, lipstick, and other stains.  It can be used on any 
of our faux leather products: FINESSE®, BABY OSTRICH, DESTINY®, and 
PRESTIGE®.  It is not recommended for NOVASUEDE®.  Use the stick as 
directed on the label.  Rub some onto the stain, wait about thirty seconds and 
remove with a clean cloth.  Repeat if necessary.  For stubborn stains, allow 
the Ink Removal Stick gel to remain on the FINESSE® overnight.  These Ink 
Removal Sticks are available from Majilite for a nominal fee.  To order your 
ink stick call or fax Beth at Majilite.   
 
If you do not have an Ink Removal Stick, you can use the following procedure 
which utilizes ingredients common to most households. 
 
1. In a small cup mix one part of Wisk detergent (full strength from the 

bottle) with one part of rubbing alcohol.  Rubbing alcohol is commonly 
composed of 70% isopropyl alcohol and 30% water. 

 
2. Wet a small portion of a soft white cloth and apply the cleaning 

solution to the ink stain and blot up the stain.  Do not rub.  Blot up the 
cleaning solution with a dry cloth and repeat step 2 several times to 
extract as much of the stain as possible.  This will keep the ink from 
spreading unnecessarily. 

 
3. Dab a soft or medium bristle toothbrush into the cleaning solution and 

gently brush the stain in a swirling motion.  As the ink loosens, blot up 
the cleaning solution with a dry cloth and repeat step 3 until the stain 
is gone (usually about 3 or 4 times).  It is better to use the least 
amount of solution possible and to clean and dry in several steps 
than to saturate the FINESSE® and attempt to extract the stain all at 
once. 

 
4. Extract the cleaning solution from the FINESSE® with a damp cloth.  

Several rinsings will be necessary to extract all the soap.  Wisk has a 
characteristic blue color and may impart a blush tinge to lighter colors 
of FINESSE® but this will disappear as the Wisk is extracted with a 
damp cloth. 
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5. Allow to air dry or drying can be accomplished with a hair dryer on a 

warm setting. 
 
6. Check for residual soap evidenced by a bluish color or a soapy feel.  

If necessary repeat steps 4 and 5. 
 
This procedure is for ink pen stains only.  For general cleaning use water and 
a mild soap such as Woolite following the manufacturers directions. 
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FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, DESTINY® 
 
Special Stains: Blood 
 
Note: Whenever handling blood or blood products, take appropriate 
precautions and use proper techniques to prevent the spread of disease. 
 
Fresh blood in most cases can be removed by wiping with a damp cloth or 
sponge and cold water. 
 
If necessary use a dilute solution of a mild hand dishwashing soap such as 
Joy, Ivory Liquid, or Dove. 
 
If the blood has dried on, it may be more difficult to soften and remove with 
water or soap and water. However, it has not penetrated the finish, but is 
loosely adhered to the surface. Before washing, gently scrape the dried blood 
with a fingernail file or similar object.  Once some of the blood spot is 
removed, most of the rest of it should flake off fairly easily.  Wash and wipe 
with soap and water. If desired, follow the washing with an appropriate 
disinfectant. Please see our discussion of disinfectants in our technical 
bulletin: 
"CARE AND CLEANING GUIDE FOR FINESSE® IN HEALTH CARE 
APPLICATIONS" 
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FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, DESTINY® 
 
Special Stains: Paint 
 
Wet Paint- water based: 
 
Blot up as much of the wet paint as possible.  Avoid spreading the paint.  
Wash the material with warm soapy water, then follow with warm water to 
remove the soap residue.  If some of the paint has worked its way down into 
the valleys of the leather grain, use a soft toothbrush to get at it.  Do not 
scrub the material, rather use a soft swirling motion to loosen the paint. 
 
Wet Paint-Oil based: 
 
Blot up as much of the wet paint as possible.  Avoid spreading the paint.  Wet 
a soft cloth or sponge with mineral spirits and wipe up the paint residue.  
(Mineral spirits is a clear water white solvent sold in hardware and paint 
stores.  It is a distillate of petroleum and has a mild odor similar to kerosene.  
It is often sold as paint thinner and is recommended for thinning and clean-up 
of oil based paints and stains.  It is a combustible liquid.  Keep away from 
ignition sources and use with adequate ventilation.  Follow the 
manufacturer's label instructions.  Be sure to use mineral spirits.  Avoid 
alcohols, ketones such as acetone, and nail polish removers.)  Several 
cleanings may be necessary to get the last of the paint and to avoid a hazy or 
chalky appearance on the NYTEK® surface once the solvent has 
evaporated.  In the final cleanings, be sure to use a new, clean cloth to avoid 
transferring paint back to the NYTEK® surface. 
 
Dried Paint-Water Based or Oil Based: 
 
If the paint has dried, work on a small area at a time.  Wet the paint with 
mineral spirits.  The mineral spirits will not in all likelihood dissolve the dried 
paint, but it will help to loosen it from the NYTEK® surface.  The dried paint 
must be gently scraped off using a fingernail or a fingernail file, trying to get 
under the edge of the paint spot and flaking it off the NYTEK® surface. 
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FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, DESTINY® 
 
Special stains: Masking tape 
 
There will be occasions when certain tapes will be applied to NYTEK® 
products and allowed to remain for a period of time.  An example might be 
when a chair is packaged and a plastic cover is inadvertently taped to the 
upholstery.  Masking tapes, as an example, have rubber adhesives that with 
time tend to increase their peel adhesions to the surface of whatever material 
they have been applied.  The result is that when the tape is removed, not all 
of the adhesive comes off with the tape but some remains on the surface of 
the other material. 
 
These rubbery adhesives do not clean well with soap and water.  Even some 
of the more popular spray cleaners do little more than soften the adhesive 
and "chase" it around. 
 
An alternative is to first remove as much adhesive as possible by applying 
fresh masking tape to the affected area, rubbing it lightly, then pulling it off 
rapidly.  The new tape will not form a strong bond to the NYTEK® surface, 
but will stick to the adhesive residue on it and will pull some of it off. 
 
Then working with a small area at a time, wet a clean white cloth with mineral 
spirits.  (Mineral spirits is a clear water white solvent sold in hardware and 
paint stores.  It is a distillate of petroleum and has a mild odor similar to 
kerosene.  It is often sold as paint thinner and is recommended for thinning 
and clean-up of oil based paints and stains.  It is a combustible liquid.  Keep 
away from ignition sources and use with adequate ventilation.  Follow the 
manufacturer's label instructions.  Be sure to use mineral spirits.  Avoid 
alcohols, ketones such as acetone, and nail polish removers.)  Wet the edge 
of the adhesive with the mineral spirits, and gently roll it up into a ball and pull 
it off the NYTEK® surface.  After the adhesive has been removed, clean the 
affected area with mineral spirits and a new clean white cloth.  Wipe off any 
excess and allow the piece to air dry.  If the affected area still feels sticky or 
has a hazy appearance, then some adhesive remains.  Repeat the process 
until the NYTEK® is restored to its original color and gloss. 
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FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, DESTINY® 
 
Special stains: WHITE-OUT 
 
For White-Out, Liquid Paper or other similar correction fluids: 
 
If the White-Out is still wet, blot it up with a cloth, sponge or paper towel.  
Avoid spreading it.  Since the solvents in these correction fluids evaporate 
rather quickly, whatever fluid cannot be blotted up within a minute or two will 
probably be dried.  Continue by following the suggestions for dried on 
White-Out. 
 
To remove White-Out that has dried onto the surface of any of the leather 
grains of the NYTEK® collection, try rubbing masking tape on the spot and 
pull it off quickly.  You may need to use a wooden handle of a kitchen utensil 
to rub over the tape to push it down into the grain.  Repeat until no White-Out 
transfers to the tape (3 or 4 times). 
 
If working on a large spill or several spots, work with a small area or one spot 
at a time.  Dip a soft toothbrush into mineral spirits, shake off the excess, and 
brush the remainder of the stain in a circular motion.  (Mineral spirits is a 
clear water-white solvent sold in hardware and paint stores.  It is a distillate of 
petroleum and has a mild odor similar to kerosene.  It is often sold as paint 
thinner and is recommended for thinning and clean-up of oil based paints and 
stains.  It is a combustible liquid.  Keep away from ignition sources and use 
with adequate ventilation.  Follow the manufacturer's label instructions.  Be 
sure to use mineral spirits.  Avoid alcohols, ketones such as acetone, and 
nail polish removers.)  As the White-Out begins to dissolve, it will fade.  Blot it 
up quickly with a clean, dry soft cloth to avoid it spreading.  Several cleanings 
may be necessary to get the last of the White-Out and to avoid a hazy or 
chalky appearance on the NYTEK® surface once the solvent has 
evaporated.  In the final cleanings, be sure to use a new, clean cloth to avoid 
transferring White-Out back to the NYTEK® surface.  You may need to lightly 
scrape the last of the white out from the valleys of the leather grain with your 
fingernail.  Allow to air dry. If odor is a problem, wash out the mineral spirits 
with soapy water (a dilute solution of Woolite or Dove, Joy, or Ivory hand 
dishwashing liquid). 
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FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, DESTINY® 
 
Special stains: Glues 
 
The chemical composition of glues vary widely.  It may not be possible to 
remove every glue from NYTEK® products.  For those that are water based 
or are rubber based in petroleum solvent, the following procedure may be 
helpful. 
 
Working with a small area at a time, wet a clean white cloth with mineral 
spirits.  (Mineral spirits is a clear water white solvent sold in hardware and 
paint stores.  It is a distillate of petroleum and has a mild odor similar to 
kerosene.  It is often sold as paint thinner and is recommended for thinning 
and clean-up of oil based paints and stains.  It is a combustible liquid.  Keep 
away from ignition sources and use with adequate ventilation.  Follow the 
manufacturer's label instructions.  Be sure to use mineral spirits.  Avoid 
alcohols, ketones such as acetone, and nail polish removers.)  Wet the edge 
of the adhesive with the mineral spirits, and gently roll it up into a ball and pull 
it off the NYTEK® surface.  After the adhesive has been removed, clean the 
affected area with mineral spirits and a new clean white cloth.  Wipe off any 
excess solvent and allow the piece to air dry.  If the affected area still feels 
sticky or has a hazy appearance, then some adhesive remains.  Repeat the 
process until the NYTEK® is restored to its original color and gloss. 
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FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, DESTINY® 
 
TOPICAL FINISHES: 
 
Scotchguard and Teflon: 
 
Occasionally the question will arise as to whether or not a stain treatment 
such as Scotchguard or Teflon can or should be used on FINESSE®, 
PRESTIGE®, or on the other leather grains of NYTEK®. 
 
MAJILITE DOES NOT RECOMMEND THEIR USE ON ANY OF THE 
FINISHED LEATHER GRAINS OF THE NYTEK® LINE. (For a discussion of 
these finishes on NOVASUEDE®, see the care and cleaning section on 
NOVASUEDE®) 
. 
The purpose of these finishes is to change the surface tension of the fabric 
so that dirt and liquid spills will not "wet out" and penetrate it. This is 
accomplished by coating the fabric fibers with a Teflon, a fluorocarbon resin, 
or a silicone.  The resin in either a water or a solvent system is applied to the 
fabric via a spray, pad, or other similar process.  When the volatiles 
evaporate, the respective resins are left behind, coated onto the fabric fibers. 
 
The leather grains such as FINESSE® already have a finish which is 
inherently stain resistant.  Liquids bead up on it and are easily wiped up.  
Coating this finish with Teflon, etc. will not cause water to bead up more!!  
Also the Teflon resin will not penetrate through the leather finish to coat the 
nylon microfibers. 
 
It is questionable as to whether these resins will adhere properly to the 
surface of FINESSE® and what would be their durability to soap and water 
cleanings. 
 
Coating these products with Scotchguard, Teflon, silicones, or other stain 
treatments is not necessary and is an additional and unwarranted expense to 
the consumer. 
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FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, DESTINY® 
 
TOPICAL FINISHES: (cont.) 
 
Vinyl Dressings and Leather Conditioners 
 
There are many products on the market designed to clean vinyl and to help 
"restore" a soft hand and a slick or waxy surface feel.  This is because in 
addition to dust and dirt the vinyl has "dried out". 
 
For leather, dressings or conditioners are used to maintain suppleness. 
 
NYTEK® is not a leather and contains no oils that can be extracted with 
washing or with age.  Similarly, it is not a vinyl and contains no plasticizers.  It 
is these plasticizers in vinyl which can migrate to the surface causing an oily 
feel, or can evaporate over time or be extracted by washing and cleaning.  
This loss of plasticizer can lead to a dry surface, to stiffening of the vinyl, and 
eventually to embrittlement and cracking. 
 
The proper method of cleaning FINESSE® or any of the NYTEK® grains is 
with water and a soft cloth or sponge.  If necessary, use a dilute solution of a 
mild neutral soap such as Woolite, or a hand dishwashing liquid like Joy, 
Ivory Liquid, or Dove.  After washing, rinse the cloth in warm water, wipe 
down the material and let it air dry.  Once dry,  the original look and feel of 
the material will return. 
 
Since NYTEK® contains no oils or plasticizers, it does not "dry out" or 
become stiff with time.  It is therefore not necessary to apply anything to its 
surface to "restore it".  Periodic cleaning with soap and water and sensible 
care and use are all that are needed. 
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FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, DESTINY® 
 
TOPICAL FINISHES (cont.) 
 
Armor All, and other cleaners/finishes 
 
Cleaners such as Armor All which are advertised to clean vinyls, leathers, 
and plastics are designed to pick up dust and dirt and leave behind a shine.  
This shine may be caused in part by silicones and other resins.  While our 
laboratory studies have not shown these products to be damaging to 
NYTEK® products, they do alter the gloss and surface feel of the material.  
Each of the leather grains in our NYTEK® line has been designed with its 
own gloss level and surface feel to simulate a particular type of genuine 
leather.  One of NYTEK®’S most appealing features is how it so much 
mimics leather in the finished product, both in function and appearance. By 
applying another finish, the character of the surface can be changed and its 
similarity to leather diminished.  In essence the leather like surface will be 
made to feel more like plastic or vinyl. 
 
The proper method of cleaning FINESSE® or any of the NYTEK® grains is 
with water and a soft cloth or sponge.  If necessary, use a dilute solution of a 
mild neutral soap such as Woolite, or a hand dishwashing liquid like Joy, 
Ivory Liquid, or Dove.  After washing, rinse the cloth in warm water and wipe 
down the material and let it air dry.  Once dry,  the original look and feel of 
the material should be restored. 
 
NYTEK® is not a leather and contains no oils that can be extracted with 
washing or with age.  Similarly, it is not a vinyl and contains no plasticizers.  It 
is these plasticizers in vinyl which can migrate to the surface causing an oily 
feel, or can evaporate over time or be extracted by washing and cleaning.  
This loss of plasticizer can lead to a dry surface, to stiffening of the vinyl, and 
eventually to embrittlement and cracking. 
 
Since NYTEK® contains no oils or plasticizers, it does not "dry out" or 
become stiff with time.  It is therefore not necessary to apply anything to its 
surface to "restore it".  Periodic cleaning with soap and water and sensible 
care and use are all that are needed. 
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FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, BABY OSTRICH, MOCCASIN, DESTINY® 
 
CUT REPAIR: 
 
Although resistant to punctures and tears, it is possible for FINESSE®, 
PRESTIGE®, or the other NYTEK® leather-like grains to be cut or bruised 
through accident or abuse.  Because of the high tear strength of NYTEK® 
Products, the cuts will not tend to propagate.  However the cuts themselves 
are very difficult to repair.  Because these materials are relatively thin, tape or 
something similar inserted behind the cover to hold the material in place and 
to close the cut will tend to show as an outline or ridge. (also known as " 
X-raying "). 
 
If the cut or bruise is not all the way through the nylon microfiber, the finish 
may be repaired by using leather repair techniques. Experts in leather repair 
use waxes and other coatings to match the color, grain, and gloss of 
damaged leather.  Using these same chemicals and techniques it may be 
possible to repair FINESSE®, PRESTIGE®, and other of the leather-like 
NYTEK® products. 
 
Should it be necessary to attempt such a repair, look in the Yellow Pages 
under "Leather Repair" for someone local to you.  Retailers and upholsterers 
who work with leather may also be helpful in directing you to someone who 
does their follow-up customer service calls to repair leather furniture 
damaged during shipping and delivery. 
 
Before he attempts a repair at the customer's site, send the leather repair 
person a remnant of the NYTEK® fabric, if possible, where the damage has 
been reproduced. 
 
This will save time and money and the repair person can give an estimate of 
the likelihood of success and of the cost of the call. 
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AVAILABLE BACKINGS 
 
A word about backings: NYTEK® products are used in a wide variety of 
applications.  For some of these applications we may recommend a particular 
backing for better and easier installation.   NYTEK® products have good 
tensile and tear strengths without backings and the additions of backings are 
not necessary for this purpose.  Rather the backings perform other functions 
such as providing softness, acoustical properties, and additional thickness 
(foam tricot backings).  Backings may be used to reduce the stretch of the 
NYTEK® (polycotton sheeting), or to provide dimensional stability during high 
humidity conditions (foam tricot, sheeting, and knit).  Majilite does not stock 
backed NYTEK® products, but backs to order at our mill. This adds a week 
or two to the delivery time so take this into consideration before ordering. 
 
STANDARD BACKINGS 
 
Poly/cotton sheeting: NOVASUEDE® and all the faux leather NYTEK® 
products such as FINESSE® and BABY OSTRICH can be backed by Majilite 
to a polyester/cotton plain weave sheeting fabric for wall covering 
applications where standard or heavy duty water based wall cements are 
used.  The purpose of this backing is to take the stretch out of the material 
and to provide dimensional stability.  Without the backing, the NYTEK® could 
be stretched during hanging and then shrink after the adhesive dries resulting 
in seam separation.  The cement used to combine the sheeting to the 
NYTEK® also reduces the tendency of the nylon microfiber matrix to absorb 
the wall cement.  (See our discussion on Wallcovering in the General 
Applications section of this guide.)  Poly/cotton sheeting backed NYTEK® 
can also be used  in direct cement applications with contact cement when 
there are no rounded or complex shapes involved where stretchability would 
be necessary.  The polycotton sheeting does firm up the hand of the 
NYTEK® so it is generally not recommended for upholstery applications. 
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1/8 inch foam and tricot  Our standard backing for marine headliner is a 1/8 
inch polyurethane foam backed to a nylon tricot knit.  The foam provides  
acoustical properties and a soft cushiony feel.  The tricot knit supports the 
foam and provides a smooth slippery surface to slide across a plywood panel 
when covering, and prevents the foam from grabbing the wood and bunching 
when stretching the material.  Together the foam and tricot help to stabilize 
the NYTEK® during periods of high humidity.  In headliner applications where 
a foam padding under the NYTEK® is desired, the installer should not 
attempt to glue NYTEK® to their own foam.  Invariably they will have spots 
with low bond which will bubble in high humidity or will use too much cement 
and saturate the foam resulting in thumbprinting.  Majilite uses a special 
process to obtain a strong bond between the foam and the NYTEK® 
continuously throughout the roll of material.  NYTEK® products with foam 
tricot can be used in stretch and staple applications. Be sure to stretch 



 
MAJILITE CORPORATION SECTION: IX 
 PART: 1  Page 2 
 
properly.  (Please see our suggestions on Marine applications in the Special 
Applications section of this User’s Guide.)  They may also be used in direct 
cement applications with contact cements. (Please see our suggestions on 
Direct Cement Application in the General Applications section of this User’s 
Guide.) 
 
1/16 inch foam and tricot  Constructed the same as the 1/8 inch foam 
package with a thinner foam, this backing can be used in the same manner. 
A thinner package may be necessary due to space constraints such as tightly 
fitting panels that cannot accommodate the thicker package.  A thinner foam 
will have less tendency to form folds or creases on tight concave curves. 
 
1/4 inch foam and tricot  Constructed the same as the 1/8 inch package, a 
1/4 thick version is available for special applications where a thicker material 
is desired. 
 
Cotton Knit  A cotton knit backing is available for special upholstery and 
other applications to provide dimensional stability while still allowing plenty of 
stretch.  NOVASUEDE® and the faux leather NYTEK® products are used 
primarily in upholstery applications where the vast majority is used ”as is” 
without any backing.  Consult your Majilite representative to determine 
whether a knit backing is advisable for your project. 
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Please fill out and return this response card to Majilite Corporation to register 
your company and to insure that you will receive any USER’S GUIDE 
updates and revisions.  Your feedback will also help us to provide you with 
products and information to better serve your needs. 
 
 
 
Name_________________________Position______________________ 
 
Company___________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________  
City________________________ State_______________Zip________ 
 
Phone_______________________ Fax___________________________ 
 
Your Company's end use for NYTEK®: Your Primary Responsibility 
(Check all that apply) (Check one box only) 
 

 Residential furniture  Purchasing 
 

 Contract Furniture  Customer Service 
 

 Marine   Specifier 
 

 Automotive  Engineer/Designer 
 

 Aircraft   Manufacturing 
 

 Wall Covering  Marketing/Sales 
 

 Resale   Other__________ 
 

 Healthcare 
 

 Other_______________ 
 
Do you have any questions that were not covered in this User’s Guide?  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 

 

Do you have any comments regarding any of our products or this guide? 
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DRACUT, MA  01826-2830 
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